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KAISER IN PERSON

JOFFRE TELLS

TO START

OF CHARLEROI
AND THE MARNE

French Commander, in First
Interview, Explains Vic- ||
tories and Defeals. |

TALKS TO OLD FRIEND

Generals Failed to Measure
Up to Standard—He
Removed Them.

SOISSONS JUST AN “INCIDENT”

l England and her shipping.
i

will begin at midnight on Thursday.

the American note.

England.

they torpedoed British battleships.

|
| SUBMARINE RAIDS ON LINERS

Y pecial Cable to The Washington Herald.
Amsterdam, Feb. 15.—It is reported here that Emperor William will
arrive at Cuxhaven on Thursday, February 18, to visit the submarine
flotilla that the next day will inaugurate its under-sea warfare against

Private advices from Berlin state that Admiral von Tirpitz already
has arrived at Cuxhaven and that the new campaign against Great Britain

The Kaiser will leave the eastern battle front Wednesday for Cux-

haven. The sudden change in his plans may necessitate a change in the
arrangement for his conference with American Ambassador Gerard over

It i¢ possible that he will not see the American Ambassador until he
has seen the German submarines leave on their new campaign against

Elaborate plans are being made for the Emperor’s reception at Cux-
haven, according to Berlin dispatches. Every effort will be made to im-
press upon the German sailors that in destroying British food-carrying |
ships they will be hastening the end of the war more effectively than if
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Fat. Good Natured. He Is Utterly Un-
like Photographs—Supremely Con-
fident of Final Success.

SMUGGLING PLOT

By C. F. BERTELLL

Epacial Cabls to The Washington Herald

Paris, Feb 15.—By far the most thrill-
ing document published gince the war
began is an interview with Gen. Joffre
giving his views of military operations
from the battle of Charleroi to the
French reverse at Solssons. The intar-
view was obtained hy his life-long friefd.
Paul Huard and printed in de Peche de
Toulouse.

In Gen. Joffre’s barely furnished room,
twelve feet square, containing three arm
chairs and a table, Huard and the com-
mander-in-chief threw themselves inio
each others’ arms in a Gallic embrace
of life-long intimatles

“After the preliminary greetings - Ha- !
ard writes, “1 turned the conversation |

Sheets of Rubber Are Found
in Bales of Cotton
Waste.

SHIPMENT IS HELD UP

Consignment to Mediterranean Port
Believed to Have Been In-
tended for Germany.

syeczal to The Washington Herald

BARED BY X-RAY

1o military operations,
pres=ed his utmost confidence in final vic-
tory He had told me the same thing
the very day War was declared. Now
my mind went back to the anxlous hours
nr'liu- Germans' overwhelming march on

paris and to the defeat at Charlerol,
which huad seemed 1o me a bioody denial
of Joffre’s persistent confidence

You ourht really to give me zome

rsplanation of Chatlero..” 1 said to him

Ought to Have Woo.

Tl general WaSs neither ..:-.'-vnl.‘}'.-‘:l‘
nor afferided by m question

| asked NW'm if it was really true, as
the general pablle and even the yIn-
I tant believed, that were wrre out-
fNunkesd In Belgivm  hy ovirwhelming
M nzee

Juffre = one of Thoos men who
throughout Lhrir existence npever tod a
., ot at all, not at all replied (en
Joffrr “Lur army Was in s fMuvient num-
beis. W ought te have won the cattle
of Charleroi. We had ten chences to
one 1o win @t Wwe loet it through our
own faulls 1o mistikez of our som-
manders "

“Long fore the Wa hraoke out 1
W= aware # sreat number of our gen-)
rrals were wWoin aut 1 igues).  Some
of them =ermed to me unfit to fulfill their
Auties, Rome inspired me with doabt,

squietude. T had made
y introduce a

vothers even
Intention  1¢

known my
superfor com-

sounzer element nto our
traned Despite all comments and In face
of #ll ill-feeling 1 Id have pursued
iy taxk. but the war cane to soon

~ “I'here were a coriain number of Sen-
erals whoipn [ trusied, but whom inper-
feotly came up o my hope The fact
ix the rea) te=t of men, fitted for war-
fare s war itself rather thun strate
Ewcal oolleses The Keenest intelligence,
the most compliete knowledge are of little
value If te them are not added certain
gqualities of action

Hellieved of {ommands.
< ssuch are the responsibitlitie of Wit

that It is the.r peenliny aitribute that
tney paralyze the
of merit. That
some of my chiefs
justice to thetr

“(hserving

remoedying

rarest facullles in men

1 what happened to

They «

merits

wid not

these defictencies, [ sof
them Some

my

of these

but

about
gonerals
while 1 love
atili
thetr commands 1

were bwest  oomrades,
my Fr

| therelare relieved them of

howe

friends=. |
mare.
remavad

myself if |

expect (o be removed nimn
found dificient. Not, indes), as a pun-
fshment. but simply for the publlc weal

1 did this with anguish in my soul,
and when leoft in solitude | wept”

“Turning the general from hils melan-

choly memories, | =aid 1o him:
“Now explain to me Your retrent, espe-
cially by what surprisinz miracle or

what caprice Gen, von Kluck obliqued
so  suddenly when was
within his reach?

“ *phe retrea! was very simple” re-
plied Jofire, now smiling again. With
numerous details he expluined to
how VYon Kluck's men, casting aside
their haversacks, swept like a whirl-
wind on Paris

Struack Blow at Flank.

“He explained how, during the ten
daya the English-French reireat last-
ed. he, Joffre, bullt up in the region
of Amiens—that Is, on fiank of the
line of invasion—an army whose ex-
istence was unknown to all, and es-
pecially to the Germans, until the day
when, concentrated and moving off to
the command of the French general-
issimo, this army of Gen Maundoury
gave such & sudden and violent elbow
blew to the Teutons that he threw
them, as planned, onto the French lines

on the Marne.
“Gen. Joffre explnined

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.

Paris already

me

these mili-

and Joffre ex-

do |

ol

them as T!

New York, Febh,
medium of the N-ray a plot
covered toduy 1o smuggle abroad, pre-
'.-umnhl_v to Germany, a great quantity
of the fincst grade white sheet rubber,
which lhad been concealed in bale=s of
eotton waste consigned the
| White Star Line steamship Cretic for
Mediterrancan ports, TFhe consignment
| consisted of 175 hales. All opened held
its valuable contraband. and the entire
1ot was refused shipment.
| Thea Cretlc steams lomorrow for the
| Mediterranean with a huge cargo.
Fvery piece of freigint in which contra-
/band can be concealed is searched by
ifho X-rav. Thi= is not only to prevent
irhn smuggling of contraband to Ger-

the
was dis-

15.—Through

on board

many and Ausiria., but also to make
surs that no infernal

emuggled ahoard

machines are

HAale Ripped Open.
The work of searching the cargo has
| been done by NMichard Muller, of Colum-
who operates a big
X-rav machine. Mr. Muller i= a Bel-
Fian and not a pirce of
freight zet= by him until it is abzolute-
it holds nelther bomha

hia Univerzity,
engineer,

1y ecertnin that
nor
| Her work
{'William J. Kelles and Thomas MceNally,
to the local British
who also scrutinize carefully
whirh goes aboard a Brish
The dircovery of the rubbes
tir=t reward of their energy

contraband
15 supplemented by

inspectors attached

| ronisulate,
evervithing
| stenmship
today is the
| in this direction.
The 178 hales of cotton Wwaste mere In
a single consignment, and begun to ar-
v at the West Eichteenth street pler
day the last of the con-

alternoon,
ament arriving today,

The hales were practically the last to
aboard the Cretic, and
woere

!be stowed awmav

| the  longshoremen preparipg o
| move, them when the X-ray revesled to
Mr. Muller
{in a hale
| The bale was ripped open
Tnside wa= 2
known
white sheet rubber
were picked out
nsigument and each one was found
have concealed a large guantity of
ir!-'.'- fine quality rubber.
|

something else than cotton

mil of the
the aE

Six or seven other

large

Ty

| finest  rubber. Ty traede

hayles a! random from
thie e

| to

shipment Held Up.

When this was discovered the centire
l_:l--pm--n! was ordered held up and re-
tused, Each bale in the entire shipment
Iwill he subjected to the X-ray this after-
NN

The bhales were stamped with the lef-
“T inclosed in a diamond. At the
j oflices of the White Star Line It was sajd
I that had been sent in from
the pler regarding the discovery of the
Ir::fthr'.

tey

noe report

-

that of |

withoul de- |

5200 [5 PUT ON

Five Suspects Are Held i
Car Barn Hold-up
Mystery.

'WARRING ON CRIMINALS

;[Po]ice Straining Every Nerve to End
| Series of Outrages Against Laws.
i Strangers Blamed.

Wishington has been invaded
number of New York
to break what threatens to be-
crime, Maj.
last

Fearins

by n sunmen and
hoping
come 3 Wave of Syivester,
Superintendent of Police, night of-
fered a reward of $£200 for capture of the
two robbers nho vesterday morning held
in the office of the Wash-
Rallway and Electric Company
Fourteen and East Capitol
strects and cscaped with $2.000

The robbers, one of the boldest of the
winter, crowding on the heels of the

shooting of Police Sergt. Harry Lohman

up emploves
Ington

car barn at

and # series of thefls of Jdess ‘conse-
quences.  has  convinced detectives st
poliee headauarters that a2 number of

Yerooks™ from other cities have shifted
their eperations to Washington and an
earnest attempt to discourage thesa out-
siders will be made if possible by the
arrest of the car barn hold-up men,
Five Saspecta in Tolls.

Roy Brady
car barn office
4 o'¢lock In the morning,
men, one masked with a

Jeremizh Hagerty
were in charze of the
shortly hefore
| when two

and

i
jnllh a hlark cloth, entered an polnted
crevalvers. Hagerty and Brady threw up
| their bands. One of the men kent Hag-
and PRrad: the
| other searched
| 85,000 conecealed in n compartnient

ferty “eovered” while

in the

esraped without difculiy
Before lust midnighit detectives had ar-

rested five suspects in conpection with

Two of the men

| the car barn robbery
the palice =ay,
the roblwry. They are sald to have the
appearance of the by

Hazerty wund Brady, and ove of them

men  deseribed

WO
hold

Thy
hours after

black gloves similar to those the

i men ore #md to have worn,

robhery was ahout twenty-four
Serzt. lohman, attempting

to arrest Leo Newman in Ninth street

ROBBERY' HEADS.

SHIP BILL HITS
ROCKIN HOUSE;
TIEON GLOTURE

D

Caucus Develops Revolt in
Democratic Ranks Against

Wilson Measure.

WIN OR DIE, SAYS CLARK

Warns Colleagues Extra Ses-
sion Would Wipe Party Off
Face of Earth. !.

 —— |
SKIRMISHING ON “GAG” RULE

February 18" and asks:

Republicans Threaten to Keep Up |

| Filibuster in Senate Until House |

Bill Comes Owver. || threats are simply ridiculous.
{| to take them in earnest.”

I The admini=tration’s first move (o fores
the ship-purchase Wil through the House
was takon last night when a caucns of

L) . "
the Democrats of the branch of ! lhe’ Clll .Amer:can PRESST,

lower

Special (able to The Washington IHerald.
Copenhagen, Feb. 15.—Large numbers of Americans are leaving
Berlin and pouring in here on every train because of the hostile attitude
of the Berlin press and the German people against Americans.

Amsterdam, Feb. 15.—War between the United States and Germany
is considered as a possibility in an editorial in the weekly German publi-
cation, Montag Zeitung, copies of which reached here today.
other weekly papers it publishes an enthusiastic article on the “Fateful

“What harm can America do? She has no army. Her fleet dare
not approach nearer our shores than does the English feet.
pultion of Germans from America would mean her ruin.
It would be still mere ridiculous for us

The other wecklies protest in violent language against alleged Ameri-
can partisanship for the allies, and urge the government to resist what

With the

The ex-

America’s

Congress was called to make the bill o | §—

R

purty measure.  lrmimediately evidences |
developed that thoe tinge |
abead for the President’s pet measure in !
the House. At midnight the caucus was |
stiil in session, locked a= if it
might be un all-night afMair. |

At the of the cmucus lhv-roi
were many signs of troublé in the Ibemu-.l
cratic ranks--so many, in fact, that l!w!

iIs a stormy

and ot

apening

Germany Refuses to
Heed Protest By U.S.
Against War Tactics

rrobably will be hald fr,

Note Says New Military Zone Will Present Additional

British- Prize Court Holds Decision
In Wilhelmina Case; German War On
Commerce Depends Upon Its Action

AMERICANS IN RUSH TO QUIT |
GERMANY AS PRESS TALKS WAR i
l
|

“Germany Will Not Be Allowed to Adopt a System of Open
Piracy Without Active Reprisals,” Declares Winsten
Churchill, First Lord of the British Admiralty, Before
Commons—Threatens to Bring Full Naval Power to
Bear Against Kaiser and Halt All Importations of Food
Into - Empire—Premier Asquith Announces Action in
Wilhelmina Case, Adding that It Will Be Rescinded if
Cargo Is Sold to Belgian Relief Committee.

WAR TO COST ALLIES $10,000,000,000 DURING
COMING YEAR; GREAT BRITAIN TO BEAR BRUNT

Special Cable to The Wanbington Herald.
London, Feb. 15—"Germany will not be allowed ta adopt a system of

open piracy and murder without active reprisals,” declared Winston
Churchill, first lord of the admiralty, in the House of Commons this ait-
crnoon.

The house galleries were crowded, many of the most notable men in
the empire having come to hear Mr. Churchill’s speech and the statement
of finances of the war that was made by the chancellor of the exchequer, Mr.
Lloyd-George. Among those who sat in the peers' gallery and heard Mr.
Churchill’s defense of the British navy and review of its operations during
the first six months of the war was Lord John Fisher, the acting execcutive
head of the navy.

At the close of Mr. Churchill’s speech the premic. announced that the
government had decided, “under the special circumstances,” to submit the
cargo of the Wilhelmina and its destination to a prize court.

“We have not yet stopped the imports of food inte Germany,” said Mr,

administration lcadsis were discournzed |
{over the situstion. It  remained for
Thamp Clark to jump into the hr-m-hl
and deliver a specch which did more |
.rlhnrl any¥thing else to assist the Presi- |
|dent in his fight to obtaln caucus In-

Er!n.'*_\i‘m-r.l for the measure.

1 Speaker Clark told his Democratic gol-
leagucs that the calling of n speclal ses-
of Congress would
{of the Democratic

s nean the end
party, that it would
Ir'lin it and that it was the duty of every
{ Democrat o put hia shoulder 1he

wheel in order to avoid this calamity.

tn

Frars Extra Sesslon.
)
i
| sixteen yewrs,” said Speaker Clark, “and
L You will wander there agaln vnless your

jLolow the leader of the par.v. Thls la

no thne to bolt.

this bl and it i5 probably as good a
bill &5 could be frumed even if we -Je-:
Liyed mutters. [ am oppused to govern-
| ment ownership, but this is i
l;;-rr'_r measure. The House should do
jeverything  possible to  expedite action
and avold an extra session. If there

Is an cxtra session the Democratle party
Wil be wiped off the face of the earth

I

| at
| the

| the

|

1

next election.*

] Must of the Housge leaders are opposcd

blood-stained handkerclief and the other | ' he President’s Lili as a matter of | W

rrinciple, but
| selves with

they will content them-
voling against it and will
nol make an active fight to defeat it

: Representative Fitzgerald, of New

, Pogitioy
|

o government ownership  he

- " 1 ) +,
safe, It is sald. but zot 32000, The men| would refuse to be bound by the caucus Illcl‘ Co
'

action,

i<eli changes her present plan of attempting to starve the German nation.

This was made clear in a note from the German goverdment delivered at

established the declaration

P'aris and London or until she is coni-

by

pelled to do so by the neutral pow-
icr-',"

1

! Anture of Reply Hinted.

: this statement f{rom the German
| Embliassy also is conveyed the first Inti-
mation as to what will he Germany's
reply to the inquiry of the United S#ites

las to what is to be done to protect neu-

s eacan Vo __ = < de
the office. He missed | YOTK. intimated that because of his op- jtral shipping. The suzgestion (3 made
|that neutrals might esal! in devilght un-)

nvoy of thelr own warships. Ger-

muny frankly reilerates that under any

Dangers to Merchant Shipping and Proclaims Intention

to Make No Change in Plan of Warfare—United
i States Gives Britain Plain Intimation Wilhel-
‘ mma'’s Cargo Should Be Released.

The protest of the United States will not cause Germany to alter its

“You wmandered in the wilderness for plan of warfare against British merchant <hipping, unless Great Britain her-

The President wants the State Department vesterday by Ammbassador von Bernstorfi.
“Germany,” says a statement issued by the German FEmbassy last night,
“will be obliged to adhere to the anncunced principles till England submits
an emer- to the rccognized rules of \\‘arfm’:?‘—-' —_—
of |

|

| men-of-war in the area declared as war

| of

|
|

. - !
| Representative Heflin, of Alabama, who |other circumstances “'the sdlsty of neu-

:m cluse to several of the administration
i leaders in the Senate, suld
stood that the President, if (he
the ship-purchase bill
Republicans block d it in the
Che would not eall an extra session of Con-
i;.-n 55, but would carry his fight 10 the
country with a view to renewing it at
| the next session.

he under-
Huuse

(LT | and the

} Champ Clark's speech resulted in the
| withdrawal of scveral conflicting ne-

tral shipping In the war zone around the

|Hri!§:<h. Isles will be seriously threat-
ened.” Germany adds a warning of ad-
ditional danger from mines, declaring

| zone 1o a very considerable extent.

| taken by the Stute Department yester-
;d.ly in the Wilhelmina case. Secretary
| Bryan forwarded to Ambassador Page

| northwest, wir shot and badly wound- : tions that had been made by the Demo- i,ul London hy cable the text of the Ger-
i Newnun also was shot and is in, CTatE and a decleion to debate the nLip MM note presented yesterday and the

:\e\m- intent to kill. Frank Mark, col-
|ored, and Elsic tGritfith, also colored,
who were arrested with Newman, are
held on charges of wssault with intent
' ki helleve
will recover.

|

|to Physicians

Parse Snatcher Eacapes,
Another robbery which g worrying
that at thz home of
lJohn I Howard at 3253 Eighth street
rl'*.t'll‘rhr:x:vl_ The theft was commitied
between 16 o'clock Sumndny morning and
3 p'clock In the afternoon, The thief
fareed o rear door and ransscked the
house, stealing $56 in cash.

Mys. Edmund J. Duvall was returning
to her home at 1338 R street northwest
st night, when a negro stepped from

the police was

were minde =oon after the
was announced
i'th.l! American shippers were concealing
cotton bales, To avoid
| trouble the Neray examination has been
| minde this =ide, s0o the cargo could
have a clean bill of health.

It is believed the shipment waz des-
tined for some Itallan port at which the
Cretic will touch. From there its trans-
port into Germany or Austria would be
|easy.
!
| EVEN WILSON CAR BALKS.

i

I Complaints
British contraband list
i-m:lrnlmnd in

Presldent’s Danghter Has to Walt
| on Streeet for Hepales.,

That even a Presidential auto will balk
occasionally was the lessopn tnught Miss
I;lm—gnrﬂ Wilson  yesterduy morning
when she motored with a friend in Capi-
tol avenue,

The thing just wouldn't hudge, so Miss
Wilson and her friend got out and waited
on a corner for half an hour until the

iand fled.
in-gro had disappeared before helpareach-

the shadow of a tree, grabbed her purse,
Mre. Duvall servamed, but the

ed her, The purse cuntalned only $ in
cash and articles worth £,

Clarence Clark reported that his house
at 130 Twenty-seventh strect northwest
ransacked vesterday. The thief
forced a door and stole an overcoat,
pair of trouscrs, a pair of shoes, and $
in money.

“ART ARISTOCRACY"”

The House yesterday rejected the
bill proposing to incorporate the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Woodrow Wilson, Theodore Roosevelt,
Willlam Dean Howells, Henry James.
Brander Matthews, and others distin-
guished In arts and sclences are among
the charter members of the organiza-
tion. President Wilson wrote a letter
Indorsing the bill

The bill was denounced by Repre-
sentatives Sherley, of Kentucky: Staf-
ford, of Wisconsifi, and others, as an
attempt to create an aristocracy of
artists and authors, This is the second
time Lhis mweasure las falled in the

WAS

chauffeur found what was wrong with
the mechanism, '

House. It has Leen pending im Con-
gress for fourteem years,

Lohman ]

la ssrious condition He i= at Huu-r-lpﬂr““r“"h‘"l by paragraph until a final
zeney Hospital on a chorge of assault  conclusion had been reached. Many uf‘b“ Saturday. together with certain rep-

| the
| the
:!»ul

members had proposed adjourning
citucus until today tomorrow,
. the Clirk speech won them to the
iplan of immediate action,

or

Skirmish Over Clotare.

| There was another skirmish in the
I .

-:‘.-:n..‘le yesterday afternoon over clo-
[ture, but when It was over the Senate
:ilg,nh-rg Wure no nearer a cloture rule
than they were last week,

| Two votes were taken, and each thne
[there was u tie, and the Vice Fresi-
dent had to cast the declding vote for

{the ship bIll advocates, On one of the
| issues railsed the decislon of the Vice
| President was at stake on appeal from
| hie rullngs, and to break a tle vote he
|cast his deciding ballot in support of
ihls own ruling.

| Senmlor Norris came forward with his
|arrwudmrnt to the Reed special cloture
jriale with & genernl cloture rule. To this
| Benator Cummins offered an amendment,
jand soon the main question was en-
tangled in 4 maze of parllamentary mo-
Lhona,

It lovks now as If the Republicans
would be able to keéep up the fillbuster
against a vole on the cloture rule- untif
tomorrow, when the House ship bill is
expecled to be over from the other side
of the Capitol

Many Democrats are openly expressing
thelr objegtion to a cloture rule, but the
Republicans are evidentiy not disposed
to risk a vote on the proposal.

In the course of the debate in the
Senaute this afternoon Senator Ollie
Jumes took the ground that the Sen-
ate was without rules, and that it
was not a “continuous body.” Ben-
;:or Root expressed surprise at this
view.

.

Baltimore, Feb, 15.—Before return-
ing to Washington today Secretary
Bryan sald:

“The most important thing In our
domestic affalrs is the adoption of &
cloture rule in the SBenate. The rules
of the Senate, which have been con-
structed to allow unlimited debate,
are tl:. last obatacle lu‘..th way of
popular governmeni at Natiopal
Capital

! one Imid before the State Department

' reses.tations made by the owners of the
:“'Ilhrlminu to the State Department.
These communications are to be laild
by Ambassador Page before the British
foreign office. The effect of this action
will be a plain intimation to Great
Britain that the United States believes,

the Wilhelmina's cargoe of foodstuffs
which were consigned to Bremen ought
Mo be released and the vessel permitted
to continue her voyage.

Germany's Promisk Clted.

The communications which the United
States has laid before Great Britain
In this manner contiln the assurances
that if England will reverse her policy
lof holding up shipments of foodstuffs
consigned to noncombatants in Ger-
many the latter government will modify
her war-zone decree.

The unications bmitted 1o the
Britlsh foreign office will contain the
assurances which have been given to
this government as to the nonmilitary
destination of the Wilhelmina cargo.
These assurances include an offer by the
German government to have the food
distributed to civillanz under the super-
vision of American consular officers.

While the action taken by the Siate
Department will amount practically to
a request of Great Britain to release the
vessel and her cargo, techmnically no such
formal request can be made at this stage
of the proceedings. Buch action would
not be In order until after the British
prize court has reached (ts decision.
Should this deciion be adverse to the
owners of the vessel, the United States
would then, of course, be able to exer-
cise the right of appealing direct to the
British government.

As disclosed by yesterday's communi-
cation, Germany's response to the Ameri-
can representations will depend entirely

upon the evidence at its disposal. that |

Senate, | hAt these will be lald in the new war | ATININE party coming on board, A very
=thale, |

Equal in Importance to the receipt of | destruction of the first German sub.
[this new German note was the action | ™471Ue by a British merchant vessel,

l

!

|

upon Great Britain

uction

If Great
plun through
In the Wilhelmina case, Germany woula

Hritain.

should modify her

disposed to altéer her war zone de-
The German Embassy's statement
glving an outline of the note follows:

“According

oree.
to absolutely rellable in-
formation British merchant ships Intend
to oppose armed

resistunice to German

zone by the German admiralty. Some
these ships were already armed with
British maval guns. XNow all the others
are speedily equipped in a similar way.
Merchant ships have been instructed to
*all in zZroups and to ram German sub-
marines. while the examination is pro-
ceeding. or. should the submarines lay
alongside, throw bombs upon them

or else to attempt to overpower the ex-

o

high premium has been offered for the

“Therefore Britich merchant ships cans
not any more be considered as= unde-
fended, so that they may be attacked
by German war vesszels, without warn-
ing or search. The British admitted
that instructions have been given to mis-
use neutral flags. It is almost certain
that British merchant vessels will by all
means ry to conceal their identity,

More Mines to Be Lald.
nder these circumstances _the safety

g

of neutral shipping In the war zone
around the British Isles Is seriousiy
threatened,

There is also an increased
danger resulting from mines, as these
will be laid 'n the war zone to a great
extent. Accordingly, neutral ships are
most urgently warned against entering
that area, while the course around Scot-
Innd will be safe,

“Germany has been compelled to re-
sort to this kind of warfare by the
murderous ways of British naval war-
fare, which alms at the destruction of
legitimate neutral trade and at the
starvation of the German - people.
Germany will be obliged to adhers to
the announced principles till England
submuits to the recognized rules of
warfare established by the declaration
of FParis and London, or till she is
compelied to do =0 by the neutral
powers.”

That Italy has followed the lead of
the United States In expressing to|
Germany Its disapproval of the “rl
sone decree was confirmed yesterday
afternoon at the Italian Embassy.

Wavelet, from Peasacola with Tim-
ber, Beached—Twelve Drewned.
Deal, England, Feb. 15.—The British

steamer Wavelet struck a mine off the

coast today and had to be beached near

Deal. Twelve of her crew were drowned

when a boaut in which they were trying
to reach shore

The Wavelet was bound from Peusa-
cola, Fia., for Lelth, with a cargo of
timber.

/BA, FLORIDA, SAVANNAM, AU-
m“..uu.muli. Atlantio Coast
Offico 148 New York ave, nw.—Ad

Churchiil,” but the time has now come when we must reconsider the situi-

tion.

The allied governments probably will make a declaration, the effect

ALLIES SILENCE
GERMANMORTARS

Terrific A;t_lller; Duel Again
Raging in Vicinity of
Ypres.

TEUTONS TAKE TRENCHES

Germans Claim Successes in Flanders

and Alsace—Hot Skirmishing
in Vosges Hills.

Sypevial Calle v The Washingtoe Herald
London. Feb. 15.—Ypres, along the
cockpit of the battle of Flanders, again

]
Iz the ecenter of a terrific artillery ducl.! months
sccording to officlal reports recelved from | have heen an the sen; only nineteen

Paris and Berlin tonight

Terrific engagements continue on the
fields berween l.a Bassee and Bethune.
about Solssons, and in the region of
Perthes, as well as In the Argonne where
the battle -around Bagatelle Is beinz
waged with renewed fury.

Important actions fought on the hiil-
sides and valleys of the Vosges and In
Lorraine are being watched with Inter-
est owing to their bearing on the ad-
vance against the Rhine line of German
fortifications.

German mortars were silenced in the
dunes and the invaders’ trenches are be-
ing bombarded east of Nleuport.

Silence German Battery.

Northeast of Ypres the French report
their gunners reduced to silence a Ger-
mun battery shelling the allles’ earth-
works near Poelcappelle. Berlin reports
the Wurtemburgers forced the alllea to
evacuate 375 yards of trenches south of
Ypres and repelled the subsequent coun-
ter-atticks. holding the newly-guined po-
sltlons intact

German trenches were destroved by the
French gunfire at Beaurains. south of
Arras, and on the Bethune-l.a Basee
road %0 yards of the invaders” earth-
works were captured, according to the
Paris statement. which adds that the
French guns are engaged in an artillery
action in the region of Lens

Violent trench fighting continues about
Bagatelle and the Marle Therese forti-
fications. So terrible has been the fire
that neither force has ventured to de-
bouch from lts protecting works.

Hot Battle in Alaace.

The Lauch Valley, in Alsace, is bit-
terly contested sround. The Germans
held the Initiative up to yesterday, when
they were checked by new bodies of
French re-enforcements. On the soath
bank the Germans continue their cannon-
ade, and on the north bank they have
been brought to a stead... bef_..: wne
French advance line established at Lan-
genfeld-Kopf, in Renspach forest.

The Germans claim the capture of the
outer trenches of the French force at
Sudel-Kopf. which they lost on Febru-
ary 12, They also clalin to have driven
the French from Beugeru, after which
the latter also evacuated Renspach

Mississippi Mob Lynches Negro.
Macon, Miss, Feb. 15—A mob late
today captured a negro named Horace

{Robinson. accused of killing Terrell
| Kemp. an officer at Brookville, late Sat-
urday night. lynched him and thea shot
his bedy full of holes,

|

—*of which will be 10 bring the full pres-

sure of our rnaval power to bear upon

Germany. The paralyzing foree of

this pressure of the navy may itself
decide the issue of the war.”

Few Merehant Ships Leoat,

.‘fr,_(.‘b'lschlll ateled that the Rrit.ish
logses of merchant vessels in the first
six months of the war were sixty-three,
only nineteen of which had been lost
In the lust three monthe.  The navy had
lost 5500 officers and men,
part of whom were killed by submarines,
The Germans, he said, had lJost n =i

the greater

. milar
number, chliefly by gunfire. Eighty-
three German officers and 54 men also

had been taken prisoners,
*"The Germun army at the heginning of
the war” said Mr., Churn hill, “was not
more ready for offensive war on a wigan-
tic scale than was the British fleet for
national defense, On mobhilization we
weres able to man every ship in the
navy, and, in addition, to provide a naval
alr  service, During the |ast
S#0 British merchant

three
ships
wers

;sm-.l:. and of these only four were sunk

J

by above-water eraft.

Rules of War Changed.

The Germans, sald Mr, Churchill, ad-
mitted their inferlority though only hyv
flight. “They were wise,” he aajd.
When the great fleet does dra wout for
Reneral battls, we hope to bring inte
line a preponderance, not only In qual-
ity but in quantity.*

The rules of paval war have com-
pletely changed, he said. The admir-
alty now corsiders that courtmartial for
the loss of any ship not only would be
improper, but sometimes harmful. Tak-
ing up the question of the German dec-
Iaration of & “war zons™ around Great
Britain, he =ald that Great Britain's re-
ply would, perhaps, not be Ineffective,

“The oceans offer a hleak proapect for
German cruisers,” he continued. “England
Is now ahle to meet any new effort or
new resources with Incomparably supe-
rlor forces to thoss avallable at the be-
ginning of the Command of the
#eas has enabled England to move and
carry throughout the whole world ap-

WAr.

proximately 140060 men without acel-
dent or loas of life. If that is inca-
pacity, T hope therse will be an inex-

haustible supply of that quality,

“The fact that ships are sometimes
kept in port i no sign of Incapacity;: it
is part of the system of emergency read-
iness.™

Sought Safety Iin Flight,

Mr. Churchill refterated that the recent
naval action In the North Sea was not
fought out because of the Germans' re-
tirement to waters infested with submna-
rines and mines. The result of the ae-
tion, he stated, vindicated the theory
and design of the big gun which Lord
Filsher had advocated,

Bonar Law, leader of the opposition,
followed Mr. Churchill. As he was
starting to talk the lights accientally
=eant out.

* *“The Germans have come!
Labor Leader Thomme. jocularly.

Mr. Law sald: “The real problem be-
fore the navy is the same that It was
10 years ago, and the dangers are thas
same. One danger is the attitude of new-
tral pawers, whom sea power Inevitably
frritates.

*“] think it probable tgat Russia and
our sea power will ultimately compel the
Kalper to risk his navy In a sea fight.
The sooner the better. When the oppor-
tunity comes, though In this war there
is neither a Napoleon nor & Nelson, there

be r A .
may -:h- m—ﬂ a
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